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The Scarlet Letter 



<r Nathaniel Hawthorne 

Setting:- The novel took place in the new world (USA) in Boston in 
the ) v th ceilfurv . Hawthorne completed The Scarlet Letter in 

The Custom-House: Introductory:^ <j 

Narrator - The unnamed narrator worksas the "chief executive officer " or 
surveyor of the Salem Custom-House some two hundred years after the 
, L noyeJ s events take place. He discovers an old manuscript in.the building's 
' attic that t^ls the storvof Hester Prynne : when he loses his job, he decides to 
write a fictional treatment of the narrative. The narrator is a rather high- 
strung man, whose Puritan ancestry makes him. feel'guilty^about his writing 
career. Wher^ a new president is elected, he loses his politically appointed 
job and, "settling down before a dim lire in hfs parlor, begins to write his 
"romance," which becomes the body of The Scarlet Letter. He writes 
because he is interested in American history and because he believes that 
America needs to better understand its religious and moral heritage. 

Chapter One: The Prison Door 

A large crowd of Puritans stands outside of the prison, waiting for the 
door to open. 

Outside the building, next to the, door, a rosebush stands in full bloom. 
The narrator j-Sriarks that it is^ossible that "this rosebush ... had 
sprung up under the foofsteps of the.sajnted Ann Hut chinson, as she 
entered the prison door." He then plucks one of the roses and offers it 
to the reader as a "moral blossom" to be found later in the story. 

Note- The rosebush represents kindness and forgiveness to the prisoners who rmfct" face either a prison 
.sentence or a dejnWk^' o*" LT 

The iron door seems to represent all that is strict and unrelenting in Puritan society, while the rosebush 
seems to represent the concept of "grace" or forgiveness. 



Chapter Two* The Market Place 

The crowd in front pi the jail is amixture of men and women, all 
ing severe \mks of disapproval. Several o r 



> ^mjrtaimng severe M)ks of disapproval. Seygfal of the womeii begin to 
'^cliscuss llcster^Prvnnc. . One woman, the ugliest of the group, goes so 
far as to ad1%cate%ea\h for Hester. 

\Mgj s \ er emerges from the Drison. Shexlutches her three month old 
Tuaughter. Tearl . She has itfwna \$fge scarlet A over her breast, using 
her finesj/skjll to make the BfSfe of sKame appear to be a dfcoVation. 



^JiSJ ler 1S le o^ rou g h the,crowd to the scaffold oflie pillory. She 
ascends the" stairs andsffncls, now fujjv rej\, 
position of shame and punishment 'ran the m 



ascends the" stairs andstands, now fully revealed to the crowd, inkier 

punishment for the .next few hours. 1 he ordeal is 
strenuous and difficult for [^gster. She. tries to make, the images in front 



of he^nish by thinking ab&utTTer past Hester was born in England , 
and grew up there. She later met a scholar who was slightly deformed,"^ 
having afefTshoulder higheje thag-his r|ght. Her husband, jater revealed 
to be Roge'rthillingworth . 1W locker to Amsterdam and 'then'^n? y 
her to America to await his arrival. a h>£s Jj> 

Hester looks out over the crowd and realizes for the first time that her 

SJ£ n demns her to be alohe. She looks at her daughter and then 
fingers the scarlet letter that will f-emain a part of her from now on. 
Chapter Three: The Recognition 

On the, edge of the crowd, Hester notices an, Indian and a white man. 
She recognizes the white man as Roger Chill ifTgworth. her husband, who 
-^XS\ t her t0 Americ;i and remained in Amsterdam. Hester fearfully^V 
clutches Pearl harder, which causes her child to cry out in pain.^ 

Roger Chilhngworth asks a bystander who Hester is and what her crime ' 
was. The man informs him of her past, telling that she was sent to 
Boston to await her husband, but she ended up with a child instead. 
Chilhngworth remarks that the man who was her partner in the crime of 
adujtery will eventually become known. 



The Reverend Mr. Dimme.sdalp is exlforted.tp make Hester I ell the 



gathered.c»wd who the father is. She refuses and instead tells him that 
she will bear both his shame and her own. Dimmesdale cries out. "She 
will not speak!" anci-plaees his hand over his Heart. The Reverend jvlr. 
Wilson steps forward and delivers a^errnon against sin. after which 
1 lester is allowed to return to the prison. e- ^ tV""\ ^ 

Chapter Four: The Interview ^r?\ 

W\fter Hester returns to her prison cell. Pearl is also upset and starts 
defying. The jailer therefore allows a physidarUo enter and try io calm ^ 
themdo^i ( Jkp> 

Roger Cpiilmg^nrili, pretending to be a physician, enters and mixes a 
^bfpotion for Peark who soon falls asleep. He also mSSs a drink for 
Hester, who is afraid that he is trying to kill her. Nevertheless, she 
drinks his potion and sits down on the bed. • 

Chillingworth tells he^thaP^e forgives her, and he accepts the blame 
for haying married hor.llVasks Hester who the father of Pearl is, buu£T> 
she refuses to tell him. 

1 'ester swear to never reveal that he is her husband. 
...d of Chilling worth's 'purpose, and she asks whether he 
has fore eel her into a bond that will ruin her soul. 

Chapter Five: Hester at Her Needle 




^ Hester is released from prison and finds a coTtage i^J^ f woods near the 
\ £36utskirts of^etily, where she begins tp set up herTiew life. She does not 
^vail, u 

sc 





called 

upon to make a bridal gown due to her reputation. ^'^^-^ 

Hester spends time working on projects which bring income, and she 
devotes the remainder of her working time to creating garments for the 
poor 



Hosier' s social life is virtually eliminated as a result of her shameful 
history. She is treated s$> pporlv that often preachers will stop in the 

j^H^t and start to^d^iv^rS lecture as she walks by. Hester also begins to 
^mate children, who uncortsciously realize there is something different 
about her and thus start to follow her with "shrill cries" through the city 
streets. 



Chapter Six: Pearl 

Hester chose t^e name "Pearl" jre^esent^sfi^ething of grea^value, 
^namely, thefest of her virtue ajq^place in s§tiety. Hester is^afraid that 
S^nT>ihing good can come from herein, however Jind thus she, fears that 
Pearl wjl] in some way be retribution for her Sinful passionT 

Hester spends hours clothing Pearl in the richest garments she can find, 
even though it seems thatJPearl would appear just as beautiful in any,, 
garments 



The rfirst thyigr PearLsaw in ker infancy, was the scarlet letter. As a baby 

\ f^R eve ' h j e ^^^\^ and W\ ^ g her mofner intense 

I agony at me sliame it generated iamer. Pearl later played a game where 



she tfirew flowers at her mother and jumped around in glee every time 
she hit the scarlet letter. , ^ ^ 

At one point Hester alia Pearl! ''Child, what art tjmu? ,r to which PearL/ 
replies that she is Hester's little Pearl. Pearl Eventually asks who sent 
her to Hester, to which He ste r eplie s thqt the Hea venly f ather sjsntyr/)' 
her. Pearl responds with, "He did no^e^Sjfe ... I fiav^d rpavVnTy 1 ^^- 
Fa^he^". Pearl then presses Hester to tefi^her who tier M&r is, Hester 
isljnabTe to answftr : ,her question and remains silent, thinking about the 
fact that some Puritans think Pearl is the child of a demon. 

Chapter Seven: The Governor's Hall 

Hester takes Pearl with her to the Governor's Hall in order to deliver 
some gloves she has sown. Hester's main reason for going is to plead * 




with Go\ crnor Bollin.d'nim to let her keep Pearl, whom the Governor 
thinks would be better raised in a more Christian household. / ^ us - 

When the children in the town try to throw mud at her. Pearl chases 
them away. 

Hester arrives at the Governor s mansion and enters. The mansion , 
contains pictures of the Belhngham ancestors and a new suit of armor 
for the Governor himself. Pearl plays games by looking into the armor 
and then goes to look at the garden, from which she demands a red 
-"fcfse. When the Governor approaches, Pearl e^cite^ly falls silent. 

Chapter Eight: The Elf-Child and the Minister (j^i ,^1) 

Governor Belline^ham, accompanied by the Reverend John Wilson , Arthur 
Dimmesdale . and R 0 ge?b h i 1 1 i n g w 0 r t h . enters the hall of his-rfumsion. He 
first sees Pearl, dressed |avishly in, her, scarlefoutfit, standing in front 
of him. Pearl introduces herself MalMstirem her name. ^P^^ 

The men then see Hester Prynne in the background. Governor J 
Bellingham tells her that he thinks it would be^fetter for the child if 
^ , Pearl wejre removed from her mo flier's careV Hester responds that she 
^can te^ch the child what she has learned from the scarlet letter. 

As a test of Pearl^dycation, Wilson is asked to examine Pearl. He \>\ -* 
asks her who her maker" is, to which Pearl replies that she was plucked^ 
off the rose bush that grows by the prison door. The Governor is so 
\ shocked by her reply that he is immediately prepared to take Pearl 
away from Hester. J * ~ 

Hester grabs PearPand screams that she will die before the men are ^ 
allowed to take away hejdaughter. Finally, in obscuration, she furns to 
Arthur Dimmesdale and^pfeScls with him to speak^r^er Behalf. He 
comjs forward with his hand over his heart amd ar"g%£s that God has 
Obviously, given Pearl to Hester for &pme. div"in c e J fe^son, and that it 
would-^meddle with the ways of the Cora 1 to'fake Pearl away from her. 
He then indicates, that Pearl is punishment for Hester . 



i r 



Bellinsham agrees with Dimmesdale's arguments and decides to let 
matters sinful" is they currently are. ^Sj^ha^C 

As Hester is walking home, the^sister of Governor Bellingham. Mistress 

" VS* > -> v_* 

Hibbins , opens her window and calls out. Mistress Hibbins is apparently 

a witch who steals into the forest kite at night to play with the Black 

Man. She asks blester to a^oimpan>- her. but Hester replies that she has 

to get Pearl home. She then adds that had they taken Pearl away from 

her, she would haxe bejen wilting to, go into the woods that night. 

Hibbins says, "We snail have thee men 




Chapter Nine: The Leech ( J^>) 



m 

m 



Roger Chillingworth , Hester's real husband, is described in more detail. 
/>yer arriving at Boston and finding his wife in utter disgrace upon the 
gljory, he chooses to stayjugyive in the^rty. His uftc^m^^^ 
intelligence and skill as ,a pTiy sician : spon nffie \im^^ popular. 
Dimmesdale's poor health and C b i 1 1 i n g w <> r I h ' s mtere s t in the young man 
combine to make many of the church officials try To' get them to live )J~*) 
together. Dimmesdalc declines at first, saying, "I need no medicine." 

Dimmesdale finallw gets into the^ permanent habit of placing his hand 
over his heart imp'ain^and he agrees to meet .with Chillingworth. The 
n^ej^mjymmediately leads to the tvvomen moving in together. The^-J^ 
townspeople are for the most part"tmned with thejway the relationship 
between l n & |^:mejys working p.ut. However, a^few townspeople have 
more innat e iiiLtjilion and are skeptical of the physician's true motives. 

Chapter Ten: Ttie Leech and His Patient 



Chillingworth realizes that Dimmesdale is hiding some dark secret. He 
^therefore expenjs^a ,great deal of time and v energy to make Dimmesdale 



reveal what is troubling him. Dimmesdale Tails to realize that 
Chillingworth is in fact his enemy. He is so terrified of everyone in the 
town finding out his secret that he is blind, to any enemy within his own 
home. 



i n 



- 



Chillingworth engages the minister 
keep secrets ln^their hearts rather 



in a conversation about why men 

Jt^ P**Ah:.-- : 0 (js 



m fevealingjhfpi immediately. ^ 



)immesdale clutcBes hilTSreast and s^uggljes to'avbicT directly 
an: 0 

4r 



I — 



answering the questions Chillingworth pos^s. The two men. are 
■lrrterrupted bv Pearl and Hester walking through the cemetery 



gearl is jumping from graVes^fre to gravestone, and she finally starts 5 ^ 
/N ^ 2 cfencing upon a large, flat stone. When Hester tries to make her stop. 



T outside. 



Dimmesdale then remarks that Pearl embodies "the fre 



iaw." When Pearl sg^sjthe two men, she hurls one of her burrs at 
Dimmesdale, who recoils in fear. Pearl then snouts to her mother thai 
they shoulcTleave, or the "Black Man" who has already gotten hold of 
Dimmesdale will catch them. 



Chillingworth then tells Dimmesdale that as his physician he cannot cure 
him — his ailment sees to come from his spiritual side. Chillingworth 



demands -tp be told what sort of secret Dimmesdale is^icfirfg. The 
minister, upset by this; passionately cries out, n No! — not to thee! — not to 
an earthly physician!" and leaves the room. 

Soon after, Dimmesdale falls asleep while reaaing. Chillingworth takes 
the opp^inity to place his hand over Dimmesdale's heart and then 
leaves before the minister can tfXVaken. He is incfedibly full of joy and 
wonderment after having felt Dimmesdale's heart. - 



Chapter Eleven: The Interior of a Heart ^ 



Chillingwqrth, having figure?! out that Mr. Dimmesdale is the tpje father 




^mUtnat jie^c.__ 

u 'cau^iijg the .other ma ft pain. Dimmesdale never figureVJut that his 
strongest enemy is the man whom he considers his only friend and 



on 



physician^f> 



Mr. Dimmesdale is so overwhelmed with shame and remorse that he has 
startqd to becor^e^famous for his sermons. Hi^bility as a speaker is 
enfi^nced by themct that he feels far more sinful than many in his 
audience. He has even tried to tell his congregation about the sin he 

1 



committed with, ] [ester Prvnnc . but always in such a way thai they think 
he is being^mo^st.^his'c^se^ Dimmesdale even itfore pfiin. for he 
oeye^£S that he is also lying to his people. 

^I^mmesdale^ilso has become anna schist, anjljie uses chains and whips 
td^latijimself in his closet. In addition he undertakes extremely lofig 
Vfasts, r^ljsrr^to eat ordrmk as penance. This facing causes him to 
have hallucinations in wmch he sees his p^ren^stmends, and even Pearl 
ai^Jgster. One night he derides that there might be a way for him to 
overcome his anguish, and he softly leases his hc-use. 

Chapter Twelve: The Minister's Vigil 

Dimmesdale, having left his house, walks un^U^e reaches the scaffold 
whejreHester Pryjine suffejedjier ic humiliation several years ago. 
He ctmTTjs the Stairs and imagines that he has a scarlet letter on his 
chest. that all the world can see. While in this state of mind, Dimmesdale 
screams aloud, and he is immediately terrified that the whole town has 
( hjajd himjh^tead^nly Governor Belhngham briefly appe^g on his 
'^balcony before retiring^to bed. — fv*^ 

j Mk B^OJ^S ^sV^s. <Af£jg, 

The Reverend Mr. Witeon approaches the scaffold holding & lantern, but 
only because he is returning from a late-nighTvigil. He'lads>o-see 
pimmesdale, who is standing on the scaffold. Dimmesdale waifs a while 
longer and then bursts out laughing. Much to his surprise, the voice of 



Pearl answers him. 



8te 



Hester and Pearl are at the scaffold because they have been at 
Governor Winthrop's deathbed taking measurements for a robeMr^" 
Dimmesdale invites- them to join him on the stand, which they do. All 
three hold hands and Pearl asks him, "Wilt thou stand here with Mother 
and me, tomorrow noontide?" Dimmesdaleanswers, "I shall, indeed, 
stand with thy mother and thee one day, tnrtnot tomorrow." Pearl 
persists in her question, and Dimmesdale answers that, "the daylight of 
this world shall not see our meeting." 

At that moment a meteor streaks across the sky, illuminating 
everything, including Dimmesdale with his hand over his heart and the 



scarlet letter on Hester's dress. Looking upward. Dimmesdale believes 
that he sees a giant A in the sky. When he looks down again. Pear] is 
-"pointing to Roger Chillingworth. who is watching him from across the 
street. Chillingworth takes Dimmesdale home. 



The rieVcfday, after a sermon that theMfarjcator describes as '^hc richest 
and most powerful" Dimmesdale is greeted by the sexton. Th^ojnVffl ^"^ 
, ( j^han_ds him hisi^Iove, telling him that it was found on the scaffold where 
-Satan must have left it. The man then tells Dimmesdale that last night, a 



large A was seen in the sky, which was interpreted to mean "Angel" in 
honpr of Governor Winthrop's deathkiL*^- c±)^ 

Chapter Thirteen: Another View of Hester 

Hester's ^i»n has cl^ed o^tl^se^ years sij||she ha£ 
JjSI cSf § ^ V0tl0n t0 serving^ tjc^sitk ami need y has givenncr access 
into almost every home, ancf people' now interpret the A as meaning 



.Able" rather than "Adult ery.'%/^ 

r) > , - 




t her 



^"previous'pact with Jghillingwc^h,^ in which she Djpmised f^rt to^revaal 
who he really is, was t h e^wro n/ deci si on . She therefore clecftles tomeet 




r 



Chapter Fourteen-* Hester and the Physician 

Hester sends Pearl awa^ for a moment and approaches Ch^ingworth. 
He tells^her^tMt the council thinks she may be Sfowed to remove the 
^^W^^^, to whj 1 . sffe^lies th^feferW^r can 
STdbcTde^ch a thing. Hester then riotices the changes that have taken 



place in Chilhngw 
goneirom a so 




Hester then tells Chihjngworth that she plans to" reveal his true identity 
to Dimmesdale. He is unmoved by this, telling her that nothing he or she 
does can alter the way things now stand. ShepLeads with Chillingworth 



to pardon Dimmesdale^j^^hat happened so that he can let go of his 
^revenge. Chillingworth replies. "Let the black flower blossom as it mav 

Chapter Fifteen: Hester and Pearl 

Dyri ng her mother's conversation with Roger Chillingworth, Pearl has 
man age a to play bv herself^ Her last act is to, make the symbol of the v 
scarlet letter out of seaweed and put it on her chest. Her mother asks 
her if she knows. what the letter means, but Pearl only knowg it is the 
letter A &^^^6*± \^cA^^ £>> x <^ju> }^±P^^ 



Hester then asks Pearl if she knows why. her mother wears the letter. 
Pear] answers that "It is for the same reason that the minister keeps his 
hand over his Peart!" Pearl then demands that her mother tell her what 
the A stands for, and why the minister ke^os, 
heart. Hester lief^about ihe letter for the Ws 



putting his f lrarfd over his 



Chapter Sixteen"- A Forest Walk 

Hester takes Pearl on a ^l^j^fi^^ v^ocl^b^ that 
Dimmesdale will b^valkjng along Mmmr^M^hh. She needs to meet 
him m order to warn him aboui who Chillingworth really 



is. 



Pearl asl^^er metier to tell her a story about the Black Man^ who is 
said toTiaum the forest. Ihe Black Man is^myth^ about ftie*3evil, and 



scarlet letg^^ells her thaj^^ Jetter is the mark of the BiackJ^iaii, 
which she received, affer meeting the Black Ma n once before. * ? 
Dimmesdale jthen starts coming down -the forest path, and Pearl se%es 
him^She j^s^h^jnother if he cdvefs his he§rt because h^ha^a marR 
on hisvebesf as well. She further asks why he^oes^hofwear his mark on 
the^utside of his clothing like her mother does. 



Chapter Seventeen: The Pastor and his Parishioner ^ij^Vtj o-sii 

Hester calls out to Dinyjiesdale and, starts talking to him. He tells her 
that he feels like a cheat whenever he^preacnes to his congregation, and 



he longs for a friend who knows hi§ ^ecret. Hester offers to be his 
friend, but she tells him that he is living w i tfia n^n^m y . 

She reveals IheTact that Chilling ^orih is her former hu^barK^ at ^v hich 
Dimmesdale fipt appears angry but then sinks dQrWi^lito tne ground. He 
tells Hester tha^T^^ai^o^t forgiye her forgot fel^mg hirn. ^Hester. a ^^ J£> 
seven years of des^raTel\L.\v^tfting £orgi^^iess, C fnffs her arms arounclf^ 
Jiimniiisdale and pleads Vith him to rorgivejier, which he finally does. j 

He begs her to tell him what to do^uUnat he cannot live ^'ith 
Chj^^gALorlh any longer. Hester advises Dimmes^a^eJ^) lea"tf|^he 
s element ancl^gTT into the wil^niess where he c^n^ He 
declines the very thought, but she presses him tp then take a new name 
and go to Europe. <^Zkj^> j>'s fJ \Q 

Chapter Eighteen: A Floociof Sunshine 

Dimmesdale allows hin^self to, bet^ereome b^ Hester's arguments for 
leaving, ^nd he re^Svek to^go^ with her A He. \$ happy once he m^kesjdie 



isioji to go, and he feels that, a hurlen of guilt has been bftqd from 

~?nt,of passion^ says, Let us r£pt look 



his s^houl^ers. Restpi^, in a momerr 

back." She then umfoes the S£^slJMXer and tosses it from her, 



^vaTcliing it llmc^niy^ a Jew feet from the stream which would have 



carried it away 



Hester -'tells. Dimmesdale that he 'must get to know Peprl so tf^t he cap^ 
love her the way she does. She calls Pearl, who f^^atfdin|^t^a ray^of ^ 
sunshine. When she sees the minister she approaches slowly. 

Chapter Nineteen- {The Child at the Brookside 

Hester watches as Pearl walks r up to the stream and stops on the other 
side, still standing in a ray of sunlight. Dimmesdale is atixiops that Pearl 




reattach the letter, and put her hair bactunder her hat. 



Hester then drags Pearl up lo where Dimmesdale is sitting. Pearl again 
asks if the minister will always keep his hand over his heart and if he 



asKs II u^niimgie^wHJ always Keep nis na 
wBl walfemfb toTvnKvith them. Dimmesdale 
forehead, but Pearl runs away and washes 



gives her a kiss on the 
the kiss off in the stream. 

cX^k) i 2^ *S> 

Dimmesdale returns to town thoroughly aware of having a new, \* f 
perception oi hie. He hasjipch nrorq. enprgy than when ne left only two 



Chapter Twenty: The Minister in a Maze"" 



days earlier, and everything loof 

Mistress Hibbins stops and asks Dimmesdale when he wilTEe returning 
to the forest — so that she may join him. He tells her h^ is nevefjjomj 
back, to which she replies thaX S^ir3r^ 

the forest. SheTfien a^parts, fSSi ing Pimmesdale terrified of what he 



in 



has^^one with Hester. 

Djmmesdale finally return^ h 
enters 
have 



is. 



i home and .enters: his study/ Chillingworth 
same mecircmeaor Dimmesdale so that he 



Dimmesdale .. 
ermqn. The Election S 



^e^\t to be the^ghfrght of tlfercleTgyman s~ career tcrdatg, and it is 
an extr^^^ r im^rai^^peech. Dimmesdale declines the^feV and 
instead orders some rood. He then sit-down and starts writing his 
sermon, continuing all through the night and even well into the morning. 

Chapter Twenty-one- The New England Holiday 

Hester and Pearl 

teeming with people.- The holiday is to celebrate the .election of a new 
Governor. - 



jsyill 
ermon 



go into the town and enter the marketplace, which is 



A group of sailors is also in the town, planning to leave the next day. 
Hester and Dimmesdale hav^^5fKe|^u1^ p/an.to escape Qja pfeirshi 

if 

eX^t^ssion, but after the captain goes she 



Hester and Dimmesdale ^^^^ x ^^^^^ P/an,to escape on p ei r^ 
But Roger ChillingwQrtb talfe to the shig^s ( ^apfain, who then'co^i^s 
over to Jh\eSjt x er. UeJ^ffs n^ thajjhe is^addiiigXhjllii^worth to the ci 



for the.yo^ge, since he. caft^lwaysoise aether physician. Hester 



ship. 

crew 



at her. 



w 

I 



r 



Ch^terTwenty-two" The Procession 

A large parade of soldiers, and, magistrates goes through the town. 
Dimme^^ale, towards^lre encf of the procession, appears to havejj^ 
more energy than ever before. Pearl tells her mother that she wants to 
ask him to kiss her in broad daylight, at which point Hester tells Pearl to 

hushpM >VV** **V*tf 



Mistress Ihbbins come ^^[P^ e ?fg 1 | ^d tells her that she knows 
Dimmesdale and Hester^iet in t^fe woods. She indicates that she knows 
about Dimmesdale having recurved the l^dge.of^sm an$J knows that he is 
hiding it. She then says that the Black Manr nas a 'way or ordering t t f • / 
matters so that the mark shall be disclosedjn open daylight to the eyes 

ISA a*^> 

Hester takes Pearl and goes to stand hear the foot ofjhe , scaffold in 

order Glisten to Dimmesdale's speec^i. Pearl ^^t^psoff and 
around playing. The ship's captaM gets Pearl to cotnkto him, and he 



j Jt^ipearl>to cmii 

gives her a message. Pearl returns to her mother and tells her that 
Chillingworth has told the captain that he will make sure Dimmesdale 
gets on board, and that Hester only has to worry about herself and 
Pearl. % ' : X** 

Hotter i^ crushed by this new information. She stands still. She is soon 
surrounded by many people who are trying to get a gHrr^e of the 
scarlet letter on her breast. , ~/ 



Chapter Twenty-three: Revelation of theScarlet Letter 



Dimmesdale fin^sh^s b^sermon, and the x a^wd erupts in loud applause. . 
It mprk^the hi^estpoi^ K^aesdale then loses^ 

tjp^Tlergy wlgich ^d^ustaine^ton ewer since meetmg Hester in the 
onfst. He slowly wSM overdo sca^ofd and pillory. 



When he arrives, he calls out, "Hester, come LCom^j»y^little 
Pearl!" Pearl immediately runs over to him ancfmjg^ his ffriees. Roger 
Chillingworth grabs his arm and demands that he stop, but Dimmesdale 



IT 



laughs him off and says that he will now escape Chillingworth's evil 
influence. J* \J 

Dimmesdale stands on the' scaffold calling Hester, who slowly comes 
over ro him. Chillingworth bitlerfv leljs Dimmesdale that there is no 
plaree on earth h% coul^l have escaped to. except on the scaffold, where 
he would have beeifsafe. Hester is terrified that all three of them will 
die after this spexfia^le. 

The crowd is confused by the actions of the minister. He tells them that 
he^sliould have stood \^ith He^^^vm^^^ eaYlier. Dimmesdale then 
^Hjdic/te^s/that he^ha^^^th^o^ the^Oge of the scarlet letter the 
^f^k^ 9 wMofit anyfrfe Mowing it. A^ff^aC 1? he toi^away the I 
ministerial band from before his breastjt was" revealed!' 1 (^ J^r 

Dimmesdale then sinks dc^^ojj^^nees and asks l^earp© kiss him 
now. Sheaoes, and "a spelfwas^iroilen ...her tears feif'upon^heij^ 
father's^ cheek,j^ey were the pledge that she would grow up amid 
^Iiumahfo^ and^f&mi^, nor forever do. battle with the world. Towards • 
^,lK;r mother, too. Pearl's errapd^as a messenger of artguisn was all 
^•^ailfilled." Dimmesdale then dies' on the scaffold. — SuS) ^ 

Chapter Twenty-four: Conclusion ? ^ 

Soon after Dimme^eije dies, Roger Chilli^gwprth ajso^passes away. He 

lead's all oHus^estaie tc^ Pearl, who imnieaiaTely becomes the \j^Us> * 

wealtniest heiress in thel^ew Wt) rid. «H ester and Pearl-then disappear 
*^*M)&*r ,V , f , WIS?*. , 

j- for^eyeral years. Hester returjis^ toiive the rest 'of h£ghfe in her 

""Q-ottat^e. and she becomes famous throujffiout the community for her 

rhelp^with the~tfoor. and sick. The narrator inters that Pearl is happily 

. married and living overseas in Europe., Mistress Hibbins is executed 

publicly as a witch after the novel's events. Hester eventually dies and 

is buried in the cemetery at the site of the King's Chapel. 



